Seguier. The earliest notice of it in England is in an Act
of Parliament of 1660. The discovery of the circulation
of blood, which produced an exaggerated estimate of the
medical value of bleeding and of hot drinks, and the writ-
ings of two physicians named Tulpius and Bontekoe, gave
a great impulse to its popularity. In a letter written in
1680, Madame de Sevigne observes that the Marchioness
de la Sabliere had just introduced the custom of drinking
it with milk. About the middle of the same century, coffee
began to pour in from Turkey. The properties of this
berry had been noticed in 1591 by the Venetian physician
Alpinus, and soon afterwards by Bacon in his " Natural
History," and the drink was introduced into England in
1652 by an English Turkey merchant named Edwards.
In France the first coffee-house was established at Mar-
seilles in 1664. A few years later, Solinian Aga, the am-
bassador of Mahomet IV., made the new beverage very
fashionable in Paris; and in 1672 an Armenian named
Pascal established a coffee-house in that city. He had soon
countless imitators; and it was observed that this new
taste gave a serious and almost instantaneous check to
drunkenness, which had been very prevalent in France.
Coffee-houses were the true precursors of the clubs of
the eighteenth century. They became the most important
centres of society, and they gave a new tone to the na-
tional manners. In England, though they were once even
more popular than in France, and though they were in-
dissolubly associated with one of the most brilliant periods
of literary history, they have not taken root \ but the effect
of hot drinks upon domestic life has probably been even
greater than on the Continent. Checking the boisterous
revels that had once been universal, and raising woman
to a new position in the domestic circle, they have
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